The Gilmore Oil Lockheed 12A, SN 1226

UNIQUE GOLDEN-AGE AIRCRAFT:
Extensive, documented history

Mechanically restored/airworthy

Ready for finishing/showing

ANRBORNE ATTITUDE,,,



Lockheed 12A, SN 1226, Overview
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Lockheed 12A Electra Jr.

What's special about this Lockheed 12A?
e One of only ~10 flying in the world.

e lllustrious WWII military service history (Free French Air Force).

¢ Flown by legendary pilots Charlie LaJotte (flight instructor to Howard Hughes) and Milo
Burcham (world champion stunt pilot).

e Flown and placed 5™ in 1937 Bendix Trophy Air Races.
e Lowest time of all remaining Lockheed 12A’s in the world (~ 1850 TTAF).

e Remarkably well preserved, requiring only minor metal work, interior and paint to be air
show condition.

¢ Original with very few exceptions, ready for final finishing.
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| www.airborneattitude.com |
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Wonderful golden-age aircraft. Grace, beauty, history.

Price quote, inspection available upon request. 1 . 206 . 335 . 7 7 10



Lockheed 12A Electra Jr. SN 1226
i

Year

SN
Registration
TTAF
Engine(s)
TSO Eng(s).
Prop(s).

TSO Prop(s).

Location

Seats

Instrumentation/
Avionics

Cond. Interior
Cond. Body

CofA/Ann./100 hr.Std/Aug ‘12/ Aug ‘12

1937

1226

NC18130

~1850

P&W R985 14B
~90

Hartzell 3-blade
(orig. 2-blade avail.)
~90

WA

8

Original w/ Garmin
250XL & KX-170B

Needs restoration
Needs minimal
metal work,
strip/paint

UDE,

| 1\ www.airborneattitude.com |
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Price quote, inspection available upon request. 1 . 206 . 335 . 7 7 10



Aircraft History & Documentation



Summary History of Lockheed 12A, S/N 1226

\ Date
June 25, 1937

‘ Event
Date of manufacture/delivery to FC Hall registered as
NC 18130

Documentation/source

Data plate

Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12A history

Air Enthusiast magazine, May 1972 issue (Lockheed 12A
article)

August 13, 1937
(Friday)

NC18130 pictured with Milo Burcham before Bendix
Trophy air race in September

Long Beach, CA newspaper of same date

November 1937

NC18130 temporarily changed to NR18130 to
accommodate additional fuel tank; raced as #20 to
fifth place by Milo Burcham in Bendix Trophy air
race
Photo of port side with race number

AirRacingHistory.com
http://wwwe.airracinghistory.freeola.com/PILOTS/Milo%?2
OBurcham.htm

“History of the Lockheed 12A”

Flight Journal, April 2000, Bowers,

http://www.flightjournal.com/fj/articles/electra/electra5.asp (as

of July 23, 2003), now modified as

http://www.flightjournal.com/ME2/dirmod.asp?sid=&nm=&ty
pe=PubPagi&mod=Publications%3A%3AArticle+Title&mid=
13B2FODOAFA04476 A2ACCO2ED28A405F &tier=4&id=39C

FFCAECB814C9BA944E53FFO1E864A

November 1937

Aircraft purchased by Gilmore Oil and used as Gilmore
Oil Executive transport

Photo of Earl B. Gilmore in aircraft

Aircraft with Gilmore Oil cream/red lion in
promotional piece for Lockheed Aircraft Company

Los Angeles, CA newspaper article

Lockheed Aircraft Company

November 1941

Lockheed 12A S/N 1226, NC 18130 sold (by Gilmore
Oil Co.) to FAFL (Free French Air Force)

“Le Lockheed 12 “Electra Junior’,” Alain Pelletier, French
aviation magazine, part 2, p. 38.

January 12, 1942

First flight for FAFL from Takoradi to Point-Black

“Le Lockheed 12 “Electra Junior’,” Alain Pelletier, French

(Monday) Two photographs: starboard aft, port bow aviation magazine, part 2, p. 38.
1942 NC 18130 photographed with the Cross of Lorraine on | “Le Lockheed 12 “Electra Junior’,” Alain Pelletier, French
port side aviation magazine, part 2, p. 38.
1942-1944 Flown by FAFL on anti-submarine patrols, evacuating | “Le Lockheed 12 “Electra Junior’,” Alain Pelletier, French




Date | Event Documentation/source |

wooded soldiers, and notably as a transport plane for aviation magazine, part 2, p. 38.
Colonel Carretier, Commandant Morel, and the
more famous General Maréchel LeClerc and
General De Gaulle

May 1, 1944 Landing accident under command of pilot Lieutenant Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history; French aviation
Speich at Boufarik historian, V. Ferry’s, undated “Electra et Lodestar Sous

Pavillon Frangais” article.

1945-1946 Used as “liaison aircraft”, most notably as transport Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history; French aviation
plane for General Valin, the head of the French historian, V. Ferry’s, undated “Electra et Lodestar Sous
“Armee de I’Air” Pavillon Frangais” article.

May 2, 1946 Sold by French government to Air Commodore Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history; French aviation
Viconte Forbes of Langford, England, the Earl of historian, V. Ferry’s, undated “Electra et Lodestar Sous
Granard for 500,000 FF Pavillon Frangais” article.

May 1947 Registered G-AHLH in England, owned by the Earl of | Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history

Granard

“France’s Lockheed 12 Airline”, J. Chillon, Air Britain Digest,
January-February 1983, p. 5.

March-May 1961

Registered EI-ALV, moved and based out of Toussus-
le-Noble airfield, near Paris, France

Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history
“France’s Lockheed 12 Airline”, J. Chillon, Air Britain Digest,
January-February 1983, p. 5.

1973

In England as EI-ALV owned by the Earl of Granard

Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history
“Shining Stars,” Michael O’Leary, Air Classics, December
2001, p. 33.

February 28, 1973

Deregistered from Ireland as aircraft sold to Mr. Jean
Chappeau running Midi-Aviation

Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history
“Le Lockheed 12 “Electra Junior’,” Alain Pelletier, French
aviation magazine, part 3, p. 13ff.

April 13, 1973 Received full French certificate of airworthiness Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history

April 18, 1973 Registered F-BUIE with French DGAC Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history
Note: aircraft noted NOT to have lateral Plexiglas “France’s Lockheed 12 Airline”, J. Chillon, Air Britain Digest,
bubbles in cockpit. January-February 1983, p. 5.

1974-5 Withdrawn from flight use Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history

“Le Lockheed 12 “Electra Junior’,” Alain Pelletier, French
aviation magazine, part 3, p. 13ff.




\ Date
June 1975

‘ Event
French Certificate of Airworthiness expired

Documentation/source
“France’s Lockheed 12 Airline”, J. Chillon, Air Britain Digest,
January-February 1983, p. 5.

1974-5 through

On tarmac in Nice

Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history

late 1981
June 1980 Registration cancelled “France’s Lockheed 12 Airline”, J. Chillon, Air Britain Digest,
January-February 1983, p. 5.
1981-2 Hangared in Nice Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history
April 1982 Ferry permitted and flown to La Mdle airport, San Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history
Tropez
1982 Aircraft identified as having the following, sequential Mr. Philippe Denis Lockheed 12 A history; Winter 1974

registrations:

NC18130 (1937 and again Sep 2002); G-AHLH
(May 1947); EI-ALV (March 1961); F-BUIE
(November 26, 1973)

Journal of the American Aviation Historical Society

December 21,

Lockheed 12A, S/N 1226 deregistered from French

DGAC deregistration document

2001 DGAC (French Registration F-BUIE) FAA document recording DGAC deregistration
September 17, Lockheed 12A, F-BUIE, S/N 1226 registered by FAA | FAA form AC 8050-1
2002 as N18130 to Mr. Spike Nasmyth; bill of sale
recorded sold from Philippe Denis to Mr. Spike
Nasmyth
May 18, 2003 Lockheed 12A with NC18130 numbering participates | http://www.scramble.nl/mil/show/showreports/valenc03.htm
in Valence-Chabeuil 2003 Airshow (not flown)
August/September | Aircraft mechanically restored and engines replaced Airborne Attitude, LLC
2007 with Aero-Engine overhauled engines; aircraft
reissued standard airworthiness certificate by FAA,
aircraft flown from France to Seattle, WA, USA
September 2007- Maintained in Monroe, WA and flown throughout Airborne Attitude, LLC
Present Washington State




Pre-war: FC Hall/Milo Burcham & Bendix Trophy Air Races — 1937

E—— ‘ :
! LONG BEACH, CAL., FRIDAY, AUGUST 13, 1937 . Twenty-Four Pages—Two Sections HOME ET

Local Flier Succeedé.Late Wiley Post

—FPress-Telegram 1'hiotes,

Milo Bur , ilot. ; s

tumed to g’:ﬂgb{;zng 3 E;;:,:h PﬂOl_reeenlIY retired as world champion stunt pilot withoul a crash on his record, last week re-
| nate, at the controls o}, th "?'(':I‘fex‘,'hn'g the job formerly h?td.bY the late Wiley Post. Milo now is pilot for F. C. Hall, oil mag-
| which will enter the Bend'e i rir; trim successor to the “Winnie Mae.” He is pictured above with his speedy new charge
| | g lost year's races 1 trophy race in September. Inset is Burcham at the controls of his now famous stunting plane dur-

Lower right: NC18130 registration visible on rudder. Plane originally called the “Villa”.



Halls to Fly in Bendix Trophy Air Race

A wofé@uirmninm nﬂmmm;e !
. ‘Winnie Mae’ to- i’ump Gas for His |
: ;'Wa:fe »a& End;o; On Visit to City

ermmﬂs v—year-am vme msmnmg me Tadio,
of & wd'y ] ,ar\e, ;
z  Hall, who is'to be the th\ﬁtd member of t’he “erew as navi-

gator and ‘gescline pump opeirator, arrived with Mrs. Hall and
Butcham ‘a mun; alrpm.'!.\ late Bunday and announced ar-
rstngemeut& thd&y ‘for' his endrance into the mce
The oil magnate backed Wiley Fosti
who flew the famous Winiie Mae to
victory: in the 1030 Bendix race, In
1932 he sporsured Roy Hunt, who' won
fourth place.
. Named for Mrs. Hall
 Hall's new ship is a $47,000 Lock-
| heed “Twelve,” with a top speed . of
WQ‘ miles per- hour, and. extre  gas I
tanks filllng up mueh of the seating
space. 1t. has been christened the
“Villa” in honor of Mrs. Hall. —~
Sﬁ-year-old former Lock-
test pilot and . renowned © acro-
bmw ﬂier, holds 1‘ahe world’s record
for upside down !Sﬁng The mark. of
four holm and ﬁ!ze minutes was set

Is Eathustastic ]
. very excited about it at |
said, - “but Ifm rather en- |
now.”

gunned the “Vila" in
m in trels from: Ange-  from  Los  Andgel es Sunday in five
les, Calif,, ' to c:m—aand, Ohlo, Hall ‘héwmf -
‘Wwas arranging Monday with- Clyde
Nmﬂm- _airport manager, for thres ship

Unidentified 1937 newspaper article covering Halls’ upcoming entry into the Bendix Trophy Air Race.
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MI LO BU RC HAM Born at Cadiz IN, May 24, 1903, Died Oct 20, 1944 Born in

Cadiz, but grew up in Whittier CA, at that time a Quaker settlement in the eastern Los
Angeles basin. Milo Garrett Burcham learned to fly in 1929 at the O'Donnell School of
Aviation at Long Beach and became its chief instructor soon afterward. Much more than just
a P-38 test pilot, Burcham unfortunately has never received appropriate recognition because
of wartime secrecy. He was an early-bird, with U 5§ License 5274, and established a world's
record in December 1933 at Long Beach CA by flying upside-down for 4h:5m:22s in his new
Boeing 100, in which he performed acrobatic shows until 1937. He flew a brand-new
Lackheed 12A Electra Junior to fifth place in the 1937 Bendix Race from Los Angeles to
Cleveland, which was doubly impressive since F C Hall, the plane's owner, and his wife were
aboard, and yet they still came in only a few minutes behind Frank Sinclair in his Seversky
racer. Burcham was hired as a production test pilot by Lockheed in 1938 and because of his
extensive experience did most of the test flying on the P-38. He became Chief Engincering
Test Pilot for Lockheed, and performed the 55-degree dive from 35,000° in the P-38. He
made the first test flights of the P-80 at Muroc Dry Lake in January 1944 as Lockheed's Chief
Pilot. Killed in the crash of the second YP-80 a few months later, he was twice a victim of
World War II—first it cost him his life, and secondly, because of rigid secrecy surrounding
the P-80, upon his death there was ne publicity about the accident or his career.

European Sport Pilot Association (ESPA)

Milo Burcham obituary, taken from ESPAracing.com website on 7/23/03. Cites piloting the Lockheed
12A in the Bendix Air Races as one of his note-worthy accomplishments.
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4 . | .
Left: NACA's 12A, No. 97, with the heated-air wing de-icers and an added center vertical fin.
While other government-owned, non-military airplanes flew with civil registrations, NACA
identified its airplanes only with its initials and the airplane’s fleet number. NASA does the
same today.

Right: The 12A—R18130 with race number 20—that was flown by Milo Burcham to fifth place in
the 1937 Bendix Trophy race. What appear to be rubber de-icer boots on the leading edges of
the horizontal stabilizer and lower fins are not such; they are rubber anti-abrasion strips that
prevented gravel that had been kicked up by the wheels and propellers from denting the
leading edges.

Lockheed Model 12A survivors

http://www flightjournal com/articles/electra/electra5.html 11/19/0

Right: Notes restricted “R” registration for aircraft because of the addition of a non-certified sixth fuel

tank being installed temporarily into the aircraft for the races. The aircraft was quickly back to normal
“NC” registration in 1937.

Our work on the aircraft to bring it back to the States in 2007 uncovered the connection points/plumbing
installed, and sealed off, for the sixth tank.
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Prewar: Gilmore Oil & Lockheed Model 12A Promotions — 1937-1941

Flying over the snow-covered San Gabriel Mountains, Model 12 c/n 1226 was delivered to
Gilmore Oil Co. of Los Angeles as NC18130 on 25 June 1937. It is thought this aircraft
was supplied to the Royal Air Force during the war. After the war, it became G-AHLH

with The Earl of Granard.

44 AIR CLASSICS

Taken from Air Classics, v. 37, n. 12, p. 44. An outstanding shot of NC18130, SN 1226, in the Gilmore
livery. The information on delivery directly to Gilmore (not to FC Hall first) and use by the RAF (instead
of the Free French Air Force), is believed to be incorrect, based on all other sources.
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ile); May 14, 1939 ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1968)

SKYWAYS

TAKE-OFFS
AND
- LANDINGS

cng
2559

By Jim Bassett

OFF-THE-CUFF NOTES
FROM THE HANGARS

Next week Paul Maatz's re-
vamped Travelair “‘mystery”
ship, which won the Thompson
Trophy dash in 1929, will re-
appear in the skies as one of the
hottest stunt planes on wings

. . Happiest guy we've seen
in summers is Charlie LalJotte,
Mr. Gilmore's aerial wizard, who
pilots a brand new Lockheed 12,
complete wilth every gadget from
a “moon-beam” which lights
cockpit instruments without
glare, to blue upholstered chairs
¢ Solar Aircraft Co., San
Diego, reveals a new device to
steam-heat big ship's cabins,
Called “Airmax,” it utilizes waste
heat from exhaust stacks to fire
flash boilers. These in turn feed
steam radiators in cabin air
ducts. So 40 pounds of equip-.
ment'll cozy-up a 25-seat trans-!

port.

Excerpt from Howard Hughes’ autobiography,
regarding Charles LaJotte as his flight instructor:

I had those two serious ambitions. | wanted to make
movies and | wanted to fly. A barnstormer in Texas
introduced me to some of the fliers in California who
became my early flying instructors. One in particular,
probably the best pilot I've ever known, Charlie

LaJotte, gave me lessons at Clover Field. He taught me
to fly on a Waco 9. | wanted to do some loops and spins
in it when | was still learning. Charlie said, “Well, it's
not such a good idea, because the way you fly, young
fella, the wings will come off.” Charlie drove a Model T
Ford, and | had my Rolls-Royce, one of the classic
Silver Cloud 13 models, and a Duesenberg. One
afternoon somebody dropped me off at Clover Field for
a lesson, so that I didn't have my car there when we
landed, and I asked Charlie to drive me downtown to the
Ambassador Hotel, where Ella and I were still staying.
We put-putted right up to the front door and Charlie, in
his old Model T, showed remarkable aplomb. He had
flown in the First World War and spent some time in
Paris, so he leaned out and said to the doorman, “Ouvrez
la porte, s'il vous plait.” The doorman bowed and said,
“Yes, sir, good evening, sir.” He must have decided that
Charlie was visiting French royalty. If you were French
royalty you'd either drive a Rolls-Royce with a
chauffeur, or a Model T. We were both dressed like a
pair of grease monkeys, but they knew | was a rich
young grease monkey and they didn't know who Charlie
was. After we got out of the car Charlie decided they'd
never let him into the hotel. I said, “You stick with me,”
and we marched right through the Ambassador Hotel

wearing grease-stained flying suits, straight to the bar. One time | had made an appointment for a
flying lesson with Charlie for ten o'clock in the morning. I didn't show up. After an hour or so of
waiting he took on some other student, and | was a little annoyed when I arrived. When he
finally landed I said to him, “If I tell you I'll be here at ten clock you're paid from ten o'clock on,
even if | don't get here until midnight.” (Emphasis added.)

May 14, 1939 Los Angeles Times article (courtesy A.F. Gilmore Co.) noting Charles LaJotte
being pilot of the Gilmore Lockheed 12A. Excerpt: The Autobiography of Howard Hughes,
Clifford Irving, 2006.
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ATC # 616
(10-14-36)
LOCKHEED, MODEL 12-A.

Lockheed model 12-A shows its underside as it glides to landing.

Riding in on the coat-tails of the popular
“Electra’” (Model 10) the new Model 12 (Electra
Jr.) was, upon its introduction to service, the
fastest transport airplane in- the world, being
capable of over 230 m.p.h. The “Model 12" was
similar to the “Electra” in many ways, but it was
a good bit smaller and a whole lot sassier. Ac-
tually, the “Twelve" was designed to Bureau of
Air Commerce (BAC) specifications called out
for a small, fast airliner to serve the many
feeder-lines that had not much choice in the
selection of up-to-date equipment. Lockheed
was rightfuliy proud of the new “Electra I
and billed it as an airliner specially designed for
all the business of the smaller lines, and all the
local business of the larger lines. The airlines
that did equip with the Model 12 were very hap-
py with it, but this airplane had quite an appeal
to big-business also; the roster of owners was
like a roll-call of the biggest names in this coun-
try, The BAC which laid down specs for this air-
plane in the first place, received one of the first
examples off the line (Nov. of 1936), and it was
equipped as a flying laboratory; it was crammed
{o the hilt with gadgets to test the newest aids to
navigation, to study blind-flying methods, and
operation in severe weather. Bennett Griffin was
the pilot; he and *“*the Twelve™ went where pilots
normally fear to tread. Alter a turn or two at the
wheel Milo Burcham was convinced the

“Twelve’ was equipped with seven-league boots,
o he flew one in the 1937 Bendix Trophy race
and finished 5th; not a bad showing. Normally.
the Model 12 carried 2 pilots and 6 passengers as
an airliner, but on occasion 2 passengers were
traded off for more fuel to extend the range. The
custom-built **Club” version was more plush
than the airliner and seating was arranged accor-
ding to order; the more fancy arrangements were
usually limited to 3 or 4 passengers. The airplane
we are talking about here was the Model 12-A
that was powered with two 9 cyl. Prau &
Whitney “Wasp Jr.” SB engines of 400 h.p.
each, and that’s where it inherited all its verve,
the earlier “‘Electra” (Model 10) had the same
engines, but it was a lot larger and heavier, and
not nearly so spritely. The speed and high per-
formance of the “Twelve”” was tailor-made for
the smaller airlines and for big-business; it also
had considerable appeal to the military services
both here in the U.S.A. and abroad. Lockheed
was known as the “merchant of speed” the
world over, and the Model 12 was comipuing to
prove it so.

The Lockheed “Electra Jr.”” (Model 12) was a
smallish, low-winged, twin-engined monoplane
of all-metal construction; seating could be
arranged in various patterns for up to 8 people.
In general, it would be proper to say that the
“NModel 12" was but a scaled-down version of

Another piece of late-30s Lockheed promotional material that features the Gi
e Gil
NC18130, prominently. {more Lockheed 124
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